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Below, I have outlined a brief synopsis of what is expected of you throughout this process. Be aware that this paper is extremely important, and it is not something to be taken lightly. This is your first major English research paper; therefore, I expect you to show me 100 percent of your effort. If you do, I will be there to help throughout. We will, of course, work on much of this in class; however, it will be YOUR responsibility to stay on top of tasks, due dates, and smaller assignments even if you are absent. 

Step One: Choose your book. You should have chosen a classic American novel written by one of the authors on the list I provided you with.
Title: ______________________________________________________________________ Author: __________________________________________
Step Two: Read your book and take notes. At this point, you should have finished reading your book and taken notes on the topics discussed in class.  Please make sure that you bring your notes and book with you every day.
Step Three: Conduct preliminary research (4/8, 4/9)- For the next day or two, conduct research on your book. Find out what is out there before you decide on how you want to focus your paper. 
Step Four: Create a thesis statemen (4/9)- After you have conducted preliminary research, decide on how you want to focus your paper. Your thesis statement should focus on one specific aspect of your book (theme, characterization, setting, point of view, symbolism, author’s style, etc.). You should have notes on all of these categories, so once you determine the type of research that is available to you, decide your focus and create your argument (thesis).
This single sentence is one of the most important steps. There are two steps to writing a thesis statement:
1) Choose a topic of manageable size. (Substantial enough for 4-6 pages)

2) Convert the topic into an idea that can be argued. 

You, the writer, must take a stand on the aspect of the book you’ve chosen, not just tell random facts. Convert your topic to an idea that can be argued. After you have attempted a thesis, double check it against these requirements:

a. It must be expressed as ONE declarative sentence.
b. It will be provable with evidence from the book, quoted support, and outside research. 
c. It is based on the opinion of the writer (you), but not just personal preference. You could NOT write, “The Crucible is a much better play than Death of a Salesman.”
GREAT Examples:

Theme: “(Author’s name) suggests that a man’s first responsibility is to his society.”

Characterization: “(Character name) and (character name) serve as foils, showing that there is a fine line between sanity and insanity.”
*You must have your thesis statement pre-approved before you begin writing.

Step Five (4/10-4/13): Start researching and finding sources- Mrs. Christman will show you how to use the research tools. Listen carefully. It will make your life 10,000,000 times easier. 
You will be using a program called Noodle Tools to create your note cards. This program will allow me to monitor your progress along the way. 

You must have 4-6 sources. 
· Your novel is one source.
· You must find at least two non-Internet sources. Sources such as journal articles, newspaper articles, magazine articles, etc. that are found on an online database (such as Gale) count as NON-Internet sources. Also, online sources such as www.time.com count as NON-Internet sources.
· The other one-three sources can come from credible, valid websites, OR you can continue finding non-Internet sources from Gale, books, etc.
(Make sure that if you use Internet sources, they are reliable. Usually, websites that end in .gov, .net, or .edu are the most official websites. Be careful with .com websites, as the author might be any Joe Shmoe.)

Step Six (4/10-4/13): Create note cards- As said previously, you will be creating your note cards using Noodle Tools. These note cards will hold an abundance of information that you will eventually use in your paper. You must have 16-20 of these COMPLETED by the due date noted later in this packet. I will be able to check your progress along the way because I will have access to your account on Noodle Tools. 
· You must create at least 4 note cards per source (4 sources minimum=16 note cards minimum). 
· If you have more than 4 sources, make sure that you have at least 2 note cards per source. 
· You are required to use 6-8 quotes, correctly cited, in your paper.  At least two (2) of these MUST be from your novel. At least FOUR (4) must be from outside sources. This will be part of the “content” section in the rubric that I will provide for you later. 

· All other information that you want to include in your paper will be conveyed through cited paraphrases. 
All of these requirements must be completed for every note card:

· Integrated quote with citation 
· Paraphrase with citation 
· My Ideas- this is the explanation, analysis and insight provided after each quote or paraphrase.
· Title of notecard (organize your notecards how you’d like, by TOPIC)

· Each notecard MUST be attached to a source, which means you will CREATE your notecards from your bibliography. 
Two types of in-text citations:
· A direct quote is copied verbatim from the original text.
· You will be citing 6-8 quotes throughout your paper. This is what we have been focusing on all year. 

Example:

The father in The Road describes the serene scenery by stating, “It had stopped snowing and the cedar trees lay about in mounds of snow and broken limbs” (McCarthy 98).

· A paraphrase is the revisiting of a scholar’s idea presented in your own words.

· If you put borrowed/researched information into your own words (paraphrasing), you must also cite that information. Your paper should consist of a great deal of cited paraphrased information. You do not have a limit here.

Example:

According to many scientists, global warming is a real threat to the Earth’s longevity. It is an issue that most Americans try to ignore or do not believe, but it is negatively affecting Earth’s air and water at a rapid rate (Thompson 45).

IMPORTANT!!!- Think of a specific heading for each note card. Each heading should focus on the topic of the note card. Writing headings is a way for you to start organizing your information. By doing this, you will make the outline process much easier. Once you have all of your note cards, you can separate your note cards by the topic headings. You can place the note card’s heading in the “Title” section of each note card on Noodle Tools.
Step Seven (4/14-4/16): Create an outline-Once you have all of your note cards, you should have most of the information that you plan to include in your paper. Create a detailed outline using the important information that you have on your note cards. This is where you must decide on how you will organize your paper and what information goes together. 
You will type your outline using complete sentences. This way, you are much closer to a finished product. 

Step Eight (4/16-4/22): Create a rough draft- After the outline is complete, you almost have a paper! Write the rough draft of your paper. This will need to be 4-6 pages in length. 
Step Nine (4/22-4/29): Edit your rough draft- Take ample time to edit your rough draft. You will receive an editing guide that will highlight all of the changes that you need to make.
Step Ten (Due April 30th): Write the final draft- Make all necessary changes. Check all MLA citing guidelines both in text and in your Works Cited page. Make sure your paper is organized, clear, academic, formal, etc. Make sure it is 4-6 pages in length, NOT INCLUDING the Works Cited page. 
Research Paper Schedule of Due Dates
	Assignment
	Due Dates

	Points

	Thesis statement (draft)


	4/9 (Thursday)

	15 points

	Note cards (15- 20)
	4/13 (Monday by 12:00 midnight)
	30 points

	Outline


	4/16 (Thursday)

	30 points

	Rough Draft

	4/22 (Wednesday)
	50 points

	Final Draft

	4/30 (Thursday)  

	150 points

	
	TOTAL

	275 points


*Late papers: You will lose 10% off your earned grade for the first day that it is late. You will lose 30% the second day, 50% the third, and will not receive credit after that. These requirements include weekend days. Do not waste your hard work for a late paper. YOU MAY NOT USE FLEX DAYS ON THIS PAPER.

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________     HON 10 Research Paper Final Draft Rubric
	
	Total Points Possible
	Earned Points


	Conventions (grammar, spelling, etc.)
	20
	

	Style


	20
	

	Focus


	25
	

	Content


	25
	

	Organization


	20
	

	Quotes (6-8)/Paraphrases (MLA)

	30
	

	Works Cited page
	10
	

	Total
	150
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