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Title (Be creative please!)
Introduction 

- Interesting, meaningful, relevant opening sentence 
- Incorporate the author’s name and title of book somewhere in your introduction.
- Preview main ideas (introduce subtopics)
- Thesis statement (most recent version) - final sentence of your introduction
Body- Subtopics from outline with appropriate support- Make sure your topic sentences SUPPORT and PROVE your thesis. 
Conclusion

· Review main ideas 
· Restate thesis statement

· End with a bang! Conclude your paper with a meaningful, powerful sentence.
· Double-space your paper.

· Length: 4-6 pages

Details to Remember:
1. Style:
· Eliminate ALL vague vocabulary- good, thing, a lot, something, everything, etc. - USE DESCRIPTIVE, MATURE LANGUAGE! Focus on your diction (word choice); this is a topic that you have been working on all year ( 
Use your Ctrl F sheet!
· The entire paper MUST be written in 3rd person (do not use any of the following personal pronouns: I, we, you, our, us, me, my, etc.).
· Topic sentences (first sentence of every body paragraph) and transition sentences (final sentence of each body paragraph) SHOULD NOT BE QUOTES OR PARAPHRASES WITH CITATIONS!
· Eliminate contractions (can’t, won’t, isn’t, etc.) from your writing!
· All references to the text (directly from the book or a criticism) should be written in present tense. Any historical references may be written in past tense. 
· Bridge the gap between each body paragraph. Make a subtle connection between each idea.
2. Conventions:
· Eliminate all comma splices- make sure that your sentences are connected correctly.
What is a comma splice? 

A comma splice is a sentence in which two independent clauses (complete sentences) are joined with a comma with no conjunction or semi-colon. A comma alone cannot join two sentences.
Example (BAD!):
( Joey went to the grocery store, he needed to buy eggs for breakfast.

This sentence is incorrect because “Joey went to the grocery store” and “he needed to buy eggs for breakfast” are both complete sentences. Once again, a comma alone cannot join two complete sentences.

There are 4 main methods for fixing comma splices:

1. You can separate the two clauses into two sentences by replacing the comma with a period.
Example: ( Joey went to the grocery store. He needed to buy eggs for 
breakfast.

2. You can replace the comma with a semi-colon.

Example: ( Joey went to the grocery store; he needed to buy eggs for 
breakfast.

3. You can add a coordinating conjunction (and, but, or, for, yet, nor, or, so) after the comma.

Example: ( Joey went to the grocery store, for he needed to buy eggs for 
breakfast.

*Each of these words implies a relationship, so be careful that you retain the meaning of the sentence when you use these conjunctions. Note also that usually you need to place a comma before the conjunction.

4. We can replace the comma with a subordinating conjunction (e.g., after, although, before, unless, as, because, even though, if, since, until, when, while).

Example: ( Joey went to the store because he needed to buy eggs for breakfast.

· Pay attention to misspelled words, homophones (there vs. their, than vs. then, effect vs. affect etc.), and capitalization.
· Do not start sentences with coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or, for, yet, nor, or so). These words should be used to connect two complete sentences, not start them.
3. In-Text Citations:
· You must have at least 6 direct quotations (no more than 8) in your paper.

· You must include 4 direct quotes from your research and 2 direct quotes from your book.

· After you have included your 6-8 quotations, you may convey all additional research through paraphrases (cited correctly of course).
· Please refer to the MLA Guide attached to your Term Paper Packet to remind you of the correct format for MLA in-text citations.

· If you have a direct quote that is more than 4 lines long, you MUST cite it differently. This format is in the MLA Guide.

· If your source does not have an author or editor, please cite the title of the article with the page number. For example: (“Effects of Child Abuse” 2-3).
· QUOTATION INTEGRATION! Integrate your quotes INTO sentences; do not just drop them in! QUOTES CANNOT STAND ALONE!!!
Examples:

BAD ( Throughout the novel, the father worries about his son’s ability to take his own life if necessary, and although he hopes that he is wrong, the concern weighs heavily on his mind. “ ‘Do you hear me? You know how to do it. Do you understand?’ ”(McCarthy 113). 

QUOTE IS IN ITS OWN SENTENCE ( ( ( (
GOOD ( It is clear that the father worries about his son’s ability to take his own life if necessary when he says, “ ‘Do you hear me? You know how to do it. Do you understand?’ ”(McCarthy 113).

QUOTE IS INTEGRATED INTO A SENTENCE ( ( ( (
4. Works Cited page:

· You must cite 4-6 sources in your paper, and all sources used in your paper must be listed on your Works Cited page. 

· Your novel is one of your sources.
· You must have at least 2 non-Internet sources (not including your research paper novel).
· If you have added any sources to your note cards on Noodle Tools, make sure that you have also added them to your Works Cited page. 
· You should print your updated Works Cited page from Noodle Tools. Check to make sure all errors are corrected (spelling, capitalization, alphabetical order, etc.). 
*If you need help or have questions, please come see me to make an appointment with me. I am available in the morning from 7:10-7:30 as well as during 3rd and 5th period. You can also reach me via email at ekalasunas@ojrsd.com
