AP Latin Literature Summer Assignment:
Salvete discipuli,
Here it is, your AP Latin Summer Assignment!  This year we will focus on two very important pieces of Latin Literature: Vergil’s epic poem, the Aeneid (an amazing tale – half Odyssey, half Iliad, love, war, the gods, ghosts, everything) and Caesar’s commentaries on his time in Gaul and the concepts of leadership and Roman values.
In order to prime you for our study this year and give us a good head start in the curriculum, here are the following parts of the summer assignment.  All materials are located in the class Google folder as well.  If you do not have access to the folder, please email me at ksuzadail@ojrsd.net quam celerrimē!
1. Read the “Cliff’s Notes” for the Aeneid.  This document is posted in the google folder for your class (AP!) and is linked HERE
2. Answer the essay question: Was Aeneas a hero?  

. When you answer this question be sure to support your answer with at least four supports from throughout the text (cite page number from Cliff’s Notes). Don’t just choose things from the first couple books.

a. This is due the first day of school and will count as a quiz grade

a. Read the first book (aka the first chapter) of the Aeneid in English (the red book).

a. Complete the “reading guide” for the first book of the Aeneid translation.  

. This is due the first day of school and is a class participation grade.

a. An electronic version can be found HERE
a. Translate the first 80 lines of Book 1 of the Aeneid (Lessons #1 & #2).

. The translations are due the first day of school and their completion will count as a quiz grade.

a. The worksheets will be due after we review the translations in class.

b. I am providing hard copies of them, but there are also electronic copies in our shared Google drive

c. You have the option of working alone on these translations / worksheets, or you may work in a SMALL group (be sure to include all of the names of the participants).

d. If you are working in a group, the expectation is that you will not divide and conquer.  That is not how groups work.  You are to cooperatively complete the assignment with actual discussion of grammar and vocab throughout.

e. If you are going to work in a group the translation templates are functional as a shared document - be sure to 1) make a copy of it and move that to your own drive, 2) then share it with your group or work in it solo. Do not write in the original template that is in the folder.

f. Some students have found it convenient, and I HIGHLY recommend, to complete the worksheets as they do the translation.  The grammar questions are the ones that you should be asking yourself as you work through the text, and quite frankly, it will save you a bunch of time later to do them concurrently.  Each translation / worksheet pair will take about 3 hours.

Now, I know that you hear this from other teachers, but do not procrastinate.  The Aeneid is a fantastic book that deserves your attention (plus this is WAY more than can be done the evening before the first day of school!).
Your completion of the summer assignment is very important.  If you do not complete it BEFORE school begins, you are starting the year in a big hole as far as making up work and you are greatly sabotaging your own first marking period (and therefore overall) course grade.  It is also a strong signal to you whether or not you can handle the rigors of the AP Latin curriculum.  Please do take this seriously.
I also recommend doing the following personal assignments for all your AP courses before school is back in session and you get caught up in the hubbub of high school life:
· As you are considering your college applications, check now to see how they work with the AP tests at the institution.  What score do you need to achieve for college credit? How much credit? Is it used as a type of placement exam?  For our class, if your college does not have Latin or you are planning to try out a modern language at college, ask the admissions office if they would accept the Latin AP credits as part of your “free elective” or “humanities” general education requirements in college.  3 credits is 3 credits no matter what the label!

· Look at your class schedule realistically and be sure that you can balance all of your academic and extracurricular responsibilities.  Advanced Placement courses are the equivalent of a college-level course.  I know that seems obvious, but the impact of that on your personal schedule should be taken into consideration.  In general, you need to be able to schedule about 4 hours, per week, per AP Course.  That means if you have 4 AP courses, you are looking at needing at least 16 hours per week just for homework and studying (unless you are planning to stress out at every exam, weaken your opportunity for academic success, or compromise your personal academic integrity and risking serious disciplinary consequences).  If you are involved with clubs and sports or you have a job, be sure that you can balance these well with your academic requirements.

If you have any questions or run into any problems with the summer assignment, please email me at ksuzadail@ojrsd.net .  I will be checking my email occasionally over the summer.  I will also be on campus from August 23 - 25 if you would like to arrange a meeting.  Alternatively, you may use the Remind app – which I HIGHLY encourage you to join for general announcements (join through the app or send a text to 81010, and text the message @ojraplatin ). 
Habeas bonam aestatem ☺
Magistra Suzadail
