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Eighth Grade Argumentative - Writing Rubric
	Topic
	Points
	PSSA Descriptor

	Focus

A single controlling point made with an awareness of the writing task (mode).  Addresses a specific topic.
	4
	Sharp, distinct topic introduced, developed, and concluded with evident awareness of task, purpose and audience

	
	3
	Clear topic introduced, developed, and concluded with general awareness of task, purpose and audience

	
	2
	Incomplete topic introduced, developed, and concluded with limited awareness of task, purpose and audience

	
	1
	Minimal topic introduced, developed, and concluded with little awareness of task, purpose and audience

	
	0
	Not evident

	

	Content

Ideas developed through facts, examples, anecdotes, details, opinions, statistics, reasons, or explanations.
	4
	· Substantive, specific and relevant content that demonstrates a clear understanding of the purpose
· Thorough elaboration with clearly presented information that is consistently supported with well-chosen facts, examples and concrete details.

· Makes connections between life and the art of writing – uses the examples to draw inferences about how reading stories about how others survive helps humans in their own lives.

	
	3
	· Adequate and relevant content that demonstrates an understanding of the purpose
· Sufficient elaboration with clearly presented information that is supported with well-chosen facts, examples and concrete details.

	
	2
	· Inadequate, vague content that demonstrates a weak understanding of the purpose
· Underdeveloped and/or repetitive elaboration that is inconsistently supported with facts, examples and details

	
	1
	· Minimal content that demonstrates little or no understanding of the purpose
· Underdeveloped writing with little support; maybe a bare list  

	
	0
	Not evident

	

	Organization

The order developed and sustained within paragraphs and full text.  Use of transitions.  Introduction and conclusion.
	4
	· Effective organizational strategies and structures that develop a topic 

· Makes sophisticated and subtle transitions between ideas.  

	
	3
	· Adequate organizational strategies and structures that develop a topic 

· Appropriate transitions that connect and clarify ideas and concepts

	
	2
	· Ineffective organization strategies and structures that somewhat develop a topic
· Inconsistent/limited transitions that somewhat connect ideas and concepts

	
	1
	· Minimal organization strategies and structures 
· Minimal transitions that may or may not connect ideas and concepts

	
	0
	Not evident

	

	Style

The choice, use, and arrangement of words and sentences that create tone and voice.
	4
	Established and consistently maintained formal style with effective control of language, domain-specific vocabulary, stylistic techniques, and sentence variety

· Employs primarily active verbs

· Avoids clichés. 

· Challenges reader to think of topic in a new way while maintaining appropriate tone.

	
	3
	Established and maintained formal style with appropriate control of language, domain-specific vocabulary, stylistic techniques, and sentence variety

	
	2
	Inconsistently maintained formal style with limited control of language, domain-specific vocabulary, stylistic techniques, and sentence variety

	
	1
	Ineffective formal style with little control of language

	
	0
	Not evident

	

	Conventions

Mechanics, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar.
	4
	· Consistent control of sentence formation
· Few errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation; errors present do not interfere with meaning

	
	3
	· Adequate control of sentence formation
· Some errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation; errors present seldom interfere with meaning

	
	2
	· Inconsistent control of sentence formation
· Errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation; errors present may interfere with meaning

	
	1
	· Minimal control of sentence formation
· Many errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation; errors present often interfere with meaning

	
	0
	Not evident


Other Requirements
	WRITING PROCESS – 10 points
	Not yet
	Starting to
	Yes

	Writer develops and strengthens writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting and/or trying a new approach.  Editing is focused on ensuring the writer’s purpose is successfully achieved and the needs of the audience have been addressed.

Writer uses proper MLA format for essay and documentation of evidence.
	0

0
	2.5

2.5
	5

5

	Student makes effective use of technology to produce and publish writing.

Student collaborates effectively with others during the writing process.  
	0

0
	1
1
	2
2


Total points: ________/ 34                                                                                             x2
=    Final Language Arts Grade: __________/68
