11 Great Works

Mr. Fox


Welcome to English 11: The Great Works

“Beseech you, sir, be merry. You have cause / (so have we all) of joy; for our escape / Is much beyond our loss” (Shakespeare, The Tempest I.ii, 1- 3).

Over the course of the year, we will be reading a myriad of highly intriguing examples of English literature.  We will intellectually dive into the elite form of the written word, examining what we find in hopes of discovering new ideas and complex meaning. 
In order for that which we read to have any meaning to us as individuals, it must speak to us on a personal level. A literary work must tie in to our passions. Therefore, I pose the following question : 

About what are you passionate?

Through discussion, critical analysis and writing, we will attempt not only to answer this question, but we will seek to find connections between your world and that of the literature we read. 
Your thoughts and ideas are crucial to our learning. It is extremely important that you come to class prepared, ready to share your thoughts as well as listen to those of your classmates. In order to succeed in this course, you must put forth a solid effort. 
Readings:
Yearlong: Independent Reading – to be done both in and out of class.
1st Marking Period

· 1984, George Orwell – Dystopian Fiction
· Much Ado About Nothing – William Shakespeare, comedy 
2nd Marking Period
· Much Ado About Nothing – Continued
· The Kite Runner, Khaled Hoesseini – Modern Fiction
3rd Marking Period
· Begin Working on Term Paper (Based upon outside reading).
· PSSA Preparation and Testing
· A Raisin in The Sun – Lorraine Hansberry - Drama
4th Marking Period

· A Raisin in The Sun - Continued
· The Odyssey, Homer – Greek Mythology 
· Short Story Collections (If time)
I sincerely wish you all a productive, enjoyable, and challenging year. We have a great deal of work ahead of us. Do not hesitate to come to see me regarding questions, problems, or concerns.  

